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PREFACE: 


12 Com laink of "rhe Abult | 


of pious and charitable Donations 
* the County of Somerſet, 
having induced ſome Gentlemen to take. out 
4 Commiſſion t examine. into ſuch C 
plaints, aud to ſeriſe the Charities — 
ine to tbe Mill and 1 mention of. their Dir | 
nors, gave Occaſion to the Alban 
courſe : and if it may in Lay 127% 
ee Cauſe —5 N eneral 47 | 7 4 
en to. v 4 
e le, . (er apart a larger 
- Proportion. m \their G FOG + if, in parti- 
cular, it may prevail upon entlemen.. 
aher Counties to tale out 8 
(where ben are 7 1 175 ond ſit 
2 


Faule execute them 74 — Aim, 
under no Ce for the C 


4 be 
ſures this Nac eurſe REA . in the 
5 4. * W I | 3 LY IR The 


' 


vi The PREFACE. 


The great Objettions a ainſt taking out 
theſe Commiſiions, are the — Gee 
Difficulty of executing them, and the fre- 

went Want of good Effect attending the 
xecution of them. 


It muſe be owned, that as Things now 
„ this is à very difficwlt, expenſeve, 
d dilatory Work, and. that it is requirtd 
— thoſe who take it upon them, to be zca- 
lous of Good Works, to have 4 Erft aeg 


of Courage, ond Patience ago. HR 


Ir were to b wi e NS. BA 
Legiſlature votes — this fre tht into 
their Conſideration, and find out Ways and 
Means to nut Proceedings of this Nature 
leſs expenſive and troubleſome; more ex- 


ede mm N 9 N 


And i the origin Pbrladons were writ 
with a Pen of fron, and public kiy inſcribed 
it the Chureh; If anna! Acroumts\ of Pa- 
—.— an , publick Charities; _ 

nor only to be publiekly #mſpetied 
examined” in the "Pariſh, bn d 20 —— 
tv the Viſttations"al/p, there tu umuergo a 
Serutiny; IF Otdinatics\ who: before #he 
Statute of rhe 438 of 48 Elizabeth Had 
Viſ Wake Power A Cafe, "and this 


Lever is in it. . for) were, . 
Ther 
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ther with ſome others, endued with ſuffi 
. cient Authority to cenſure the Miſconautt 
of Truſtees, or ex Officio to order a Com- 
miſſion to be taken out and executed at the 
publick Expence;— F Commiſſioners were 
enabled to enforce their Authority without 
that dilatory and expenſiue Method of ap- 
plying to the Court of Chancery, (which, 
tho it ſeldom or never, when applied to OP 
Juſt and reaſonable Grounds, refuſes Ali. 
tance, now hath granted it readily to the 
Commiſſioners of this County, with Thank- 
ftulneſs it muſt be acknowledged, to all the 
Applications they have for Orders to 
enforce their Proceſs, yet ſtill occaſions 
great Delay) upon every Inſult and Con- 
tempt of it ; — If Expences of Appeals 
were made leſs burthenſome ; If ſome Addi- 
tions of this kind were made to the Laws 
now in Being, for the fr eſeroms Charitable 
Donations, they would in à great meaſure 
- oblige Truſtees to a more regular and faith- 
ful Execution of their Truſt, and the Grie- 


vances objected would be more effettually 
redreſſed. 


But I beg Pardon for entering into 4 
Conſideration of a Matter which well de- 
ſerves the moſt ſerious Thoughts of our moſt 
eminent Lawyers. | 


._ With reſpect to the other Objection taken 
from the frequent Want of Succeſs, it mu? 
be 


In The PREFACE: 

be own'd, that they have been frequently 

taken out, and yet not duly executed, and 

when executed, ſometimes repealed : But 
whoſe Fault is this? It is in a great mea- 
fure the Fault of thoſe who are entruſted. 
with the Execution of them, who either 
altogether refuſe to act, and fo neglect that 
Opportunity of doing that Good which is 
put into the Power of their Hands to do, 
or elſe. are not ſufficiently diligent and re- 

gular in their acting: And if they are, 
yer ſtill it is no Wonder that Decrees, made 

moſtly by Gentlemen who are not to be ſup- 

poſed to be ſo well verſed in the Law, 

ſhould ſometimes be ſet aſide. After all, if 
we take a View of the ſeveral Determi- 
nations of the Court of Chancery in Appeals 
of this Kind, * we ſhall find but very few 

Decrees that have been entirely ſet afide. 
And would the Gentlemen who are at any. 
time entruſted with theſe Commiſſions, en- 
rirely diveſt themſelves of all Prejudices and 
Party Influence, and make the Deſign of the 
Founder the Grand Rule of their B 

nation; Would they att with Diligence, 
and uſe the beſt Conſideration. they are ca- 

pable of ; would they, to all. their other. 
utmoſt Endeavours, add their Prayers, 

there would be little or no Reaſon to fear. 
the Want of Succeſs. _ 


* 


* -Y4xT : x 
* * 8 2 1 * 
4 


* 
* 


vide Diuke's Law of Commiſſions of Charitable Uſes, 
in which, of all the Caſes therein mention'd, there are not, 
I think, above two or three entirely repealed. | 


5 „ : 
Preached in the a 


Abbey-Church at Bath. 
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| - I Cok. xvi. 2. 0 
Upon the firſt Day of the Week, let 
every one of you lay by him in Store 
805 as God bath proſpered him. | 
HO Beneficence to the Poor be a 


| Duty moſt agreeable to our Reaſon; 
and ſtill more ſtrongly enforced by 
Revelation, inſomuch that all Men, who 
have any Senſe of Religion, yea even of 


Humanity, acknowledge, and in ſome meas 


ſure practiſe it; yet is ie reed by few, 
an 


in the ſame Manner, and to that high De- 


gree, which the Goſpel does require. 
8 B The 


o 
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The grand Pretences are Inability in our- 
felves, — the Abuſes of Charity in others: 
They that have much, give little, and they 
that have Iittle, give none at all; and be- 
cauſe that which is already given is very 
often much abus d, therefore even they who 
are in great Ability, tho the moſt proper 
Opportunity, and the moſt proper Objects 
are offer d, ey 295 06-0 begin to make 
Excuſe. 


This dangerous Error and Neglect, does, 
in a great meaſure, proceed from Mens not 
knowing and not conſidering that they ought 
to ſet apart at leaſt ſome Share of their clear 
Incomes to Charitable Uſes ; they do not 
attend to the plain Rule of my yours Let 


every one, &c. - 


I ſhall therefore take Occaſion from theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, (which tho' deliver'd 
by him to the Corinthians, upon a parti- 
cular Emergency, are yet e ro Fr 
Chriſtians) to mo, 


I/?. That every one is obli 4 to pro- 
portion his Giving to his Sugar 


And becauſe it may not be ſufficient to 
know this in general, withqut being in- 
formed more pany what this Pro- 


partion | is; 
2dly, 


Chriſtian Beneficence. 11 


24ly._ I ſhall attempt to aſlign that Rule 
of Proportion in giving, which we Chri- 
ſtians ought not at leaſt to fall ſhort of, 
which we ought rather to excced. 


And becauſe it may till be a Diſcourage- 
ment with thoſe whom God hath proſper'd 
abundantly, to obſerve this Rule, and to lay 
up in Store for others, for the Time to 
come; that the Foundations of Charity 
already laid, are 1 often ſo miſerably per- 
verted and abus 


3dly. I ſhall endeavour to leſſen the 


Weight, and to remove the Force of this 
Objection. 


Then, I am to new, that every one 
is oblig'd to n his Giving to his 
Receiving. | | 


Let every one, ſays the Apoſtle; he ex- 
cepts none; not him who has the leaſt In- 
come, no not him who receives nothing 
but what is the Fruit of his own Labour; 
whom he more particularly obliges to Acts 
of Charity; Let him labour working with 
his Hands, that he 5 9 to 17 to 
him that needeth * * 
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Nor i is it ſufficient even for him to do 
this once or twice, but he is to make it 
the ſtanding Rule of his Practice; on the 
firſt Day of the Week. 


And if he is required to give in Propor- 
tion to what he receives, or gains one Week, 
why not another, as oft as it returns? and 
ſince he has the Poor always with him, 
and there are Weekly, Yearly Demands for 
Charity, he is to diſtribute Yearly, or on 
the firſt Day of the Year, in Proportion 
as he is proſpercd; and then only to be 
freed from the Obligation of diſtributing 
fo the Neceſſities of his poor Brethren, 
when there are no more poor Brethren that 
want his Diſtributions. 


It is further obſervable, that this Col- 
lection was to be made on the 7 Day 

the Week, the Lord's Day. orks of 
Fits and Charity, being joined together ; 
and our Alms muſt follow our Prayers, 
if we expect that they ſhould come ap for 
A ; Memoria before. God. 


„11 þ : * 1 


n Obedicnc; to this etna we find 
wl rimitive- Ages according to the 
Account which F. Martyr gives of their 
Publick Service on Sunday, did join Aims 
io. their Prayers, and the Euchariſt ; = 

me 
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the Celebration of which, then ſays he, 


They that are in Ability, help thoſe that 


are in Want ; and we continually ſuccour 
one another ; then they that are able and 
willing, give what they think fit, and what 
is thus collected is laid up in the Hands 
of the Preſident, and he diſtributes it to 
the Fatherleſs and Widows — and is the 
common Overſeer of the Poor, and of all 
Thoſe that are in Diſtreſs *. 


In this, as well as other reſpects, does 

Ours copy after the Primitive Church ; In 
Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches and Col- 
leges The requires, in Parochial Churches, 
ſhe makes Proviſion for weekly Commu- 
nions, and at every Communion orders, 
that Alms be offer d up alſo. 


But to proceed to others, which are as 
parallel to, and a further Confirmation of 
the Doctrine of my Text, Honour the Lord 
with thy Subſtance, and with the firſt 
Fruits of all thine Increaſe ; and there- 
fore our Works of Piety and Charity ought 
to be according to the Increaſe of our 
Subſtance, : FO 


2 the ſame Purpoſe are thoſe Words of 
St. Paul, This I ſoy, He which ſoweth 
ane Nr i f Fro. i 9. 


W 
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ſparingly, ſball reap ſparingly; and he which 
ſoweth bountifully, ſball reap bountifully &. 


Which Words, as they ſuppoſe, that he 
who receives much, ſhou'd give much; ſo 
they are the greateſt Encouragement to the 
ſo giving. 


I ſhall only take Notice of one Paſſage of 
_ Scripture more in Proof of this Point; our 
Bleſſed Saviour's commending the Poor Vi- 
dow for throwing her Mite into the Trea- 
ſury ; from whence it, is plainly evident, 
that there are ſcarce any ſo Poor as to be 
altogether excus d from Works of Pzety and 
Charity; of Conſequence that they who are 
Rich, ſhou'd be glad to give, and ready to 

diſtribute, according to their Power; and be 
Rich in Good Works. | 


And indeed, had we not ſo many Texts of 
Scripture. to prove this Propoſition, yet it is 

evident, from the Reaſon of the Thing it- 
ſelf, that they who have but a ſmall Share 
of this World's Goods, ſhould yet lay in Store 
a little out of it; they whom God hath pro- 
ſper'd with Abundance, ſhou'd give abund- 
antly; which is agreeable alſo to, and confirm- 
ed by the Parable of the Talents; for if he, 
who only had one Talent, was condemned 


_ 


—— . ho ; * 
22 Epiſt, Cor. ix. 6 | 
as 
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as an wprofitable Servant; not becauſe he 
conſumed it upon his Luſts, only becauſe he 
made no good Uſe of it, and let it he hid 
in a Napkin; how ſhall he eſcape, who has 
fue or ten Talents committed to his Charge, 
and lets one or two of them lye uſeleſs, un- 
employ d in Good Works ? And thus doth 
it, I hope, evidently appear to every one 
who hath Ears to hear, that we ought to 
proportion our Giving to our Recetving, 
or, in the Words of Tobit, that we ought 
ro be Merciful after our Power _ if we have 
much, to give plentifully; and if we have 
but little, yet even then gladly t to Ce our 
Diligence zo give of that little. 


But ſtill it remains to be 3 what 
is this Rule of Proportion ? and therefore 
I proceed, | 


240 To endeayour to ſhew, What Pro- 

rtion in Giving, we Chriſtians! ought to 

_ obſerve, which we ſhou'd rates exceed than 
fall ſhort of. - 


1 it may be of Uſe to us in * En- 
quiry, to conſider what Proportion of their 
Income the Jews were oblig'd to give unto 
the Poor, which we learn from Deut. xiv. 
2 he the End of three Tears thou ſbalt 
bring forth all 4d. Tithe of thine Increaſe, 
the Jo ame Tear, and ſpalt lay. it up within 


thy 
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thy Gates; and the Stranger, and the Fa- 
therleſs, and the Widow, which are within 
thy Gates, ſball eat and be ſatisfied —To 
the ſame Purpoſe is Deut. xxvi. 12. From 
whence it is evident, that the Proportion 
which the Fews were oblig d to obſerve in 
giving to the Poor, was as One to Thirty; 
beſides the permitting them to leaſe very 
plentifully in the Field every Year, — the 
reſtoring the Pledge to them before Night, 
and the like; beſides alſo what they were 
oblig d to contribute to the Temple, and 
the Service thereof, n 


1 do not pretend, han this particular Law 
is ſtill in Force with us Chriſtians : but yet 
when the Duty itſelf is of Moral, Eternal 
Obligation, and Divine Appointment hath 
at any time, or any where, plainly laid down 
the Meaſure of it, this ſurely ought to be 
very carefully attended to'by us; as in the 
Caſe of the Seventh Day being commanded 
the Jews, to'be kept Holy unto the Lord, 
tho' this particular Command 1s allowed 
not to oblige Chriſtians to keep holy the 
ſelf- ſame Day, yet they have ever from 
hence thought themſelves obliged to der 
one Day in ſeven Holy. 

( 

A4 that Chriſtians aſo 2 are obliged even 
to exceed the Fews in Works of Charity 
and Mercy, will be evident, if we _— Ya 

| that 
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that Chriſt, as he himſelf tells us, Came not 
to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it ; and 
Alms-giying being a Part not of the Cere- 
monial but Moral Law, which he fulfilled, 
we mult of Conſequence be obliged to it in 
a higher Degree than the Jews were: Ire- 


næus and St. Jerom expreſly apply theſe 


Commands to the Duty of Alms. giving. 
Thus the former mentioning the Improve- 


ment of the Law by Chriſt, ſays, Inſtead 


of giving the Tenth every third Tear, groe 


all that thou haſt unto the Poor; and this, 


ſaith he, is an Act of Chriſt's not Je/troyne, 
but fulfilling and extending the Law. 


The latter, in his Expoſition on 2 Cor. 
viii. 20. ſays, Left any ſbould ſay, How did 
Chriſt fulfil the Law, when we ſee Chri- 


- ftians not to give ſo much Alms as by the 


Law of Molcs was preſcribed to be given? 


Again, our Bleſſed Saviour expreſly tells 
us, that except our Righteouſneſs exceeds 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, we ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven *. 


The Word which we here tranſlate 
Rjzhteouſneſs, is of the ſame Signification 
with that which is rendered Alma giving 


3 — _—_ —_—— * * 


F Matth. V. 20, 


C nt 
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in the LXX; and it is obferved, that there 
is only one Word in the Hebrew to ex- 
preſs both. Thus that which is tranſlated F 
Break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, is in 
the Septuagint and vulgar Latin, bis 
 grving. * Thou 75 loved Righteouſneſs, 


is, Thou haſt loved Alms-givmg ; and in 
many more Places. Again, Take heed that 
you do not your Alms before Men, in ſome 
| Copies is your Ryghreouſne/s before Men: 
So that this Word does very often in the 
Old Teſtament denote that Legal Alms- 
giving (which was therefore properly called 
Righteouſneſs) which was required ; and if 
the Word here may not be taken in ſo 
narrow a Senſe, but in its full Latitude, as 
comprehending the whole Duty of Man, 
yet as Charity is the greateſt of Virtues, it 
muſt comprehend this alſo; ſo that theſe 
Words do afford us a plain Proof that our 
Alms-giving muſt exceed that of the Scribes 
and PhariRees, (the ſtricteſt Set of the 
Zews) if we expect to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, cc. and to this Purpoſe 
are thoſe Words urged in the Apoſtoliral 
Conſtitutions : a 5 


Fs let your e abound in taking 
more Care of the Fatherleſs and Widows, 
and of all that are in Want. But our Sa- 


. 332 


* Dan. iv. 23 + Pd, rü 5. 


viour 
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viour is ſtill more expreſs in raiſing our 


Obligation to this Duty Geer than ever it 
Was bejore. | 


Thus tho the Command given to the 
young Man in the Goſpel, 20 ſell all that 
be had, and give to the Poor, be not obli- 
gatory to all Chriſtians, which is evident, 
(to go no further) from the Words of my 
Text, which only requires 4 Proportion of 
what 204 are bleſſed with to be laid out in 
Alm, yet there are other Commands given 
by him to all Chriſtians, which ſeem to 
Carry this e to a ver high * of 
a n. 


Thus l that you ; have, and give Alms, 
and giue Almns of ſuch T. hinge as you have; 
amd lo all Things are tlean unto you ; and 
our Saviour mightily enforces theſe Com- 
mands in the Account he gives us * the 
Dag 0 Juegment. 6, 


Bot tho we had not theſe plain Cam 
"ans; yet it js evident from the very Na- 
ture and Genius of the Lau and the Goſpel, 
that the latter obliges to higher Degrees of 
Perfection in Charity than the former. 


$ x A . ; . ; 
4 3 _ » 5 * 1 1 
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* Luke xi. 33. + C. xi. 14. 
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For the former had only the Promiſes 
of this Life, the latter has chiefly, if not 
only, the Promiſes of that which is to come. 
—— The Contempt of the World was not 
ſo much as required in the one, it is the 


great and diſtinguiſhing Dary of the _ 


+” "FRE Relation) berwixr Chriſtians: is ſtill 
cloſer ; for we are all Members of Chriſt, 
and Members one of another, ſo that if one 
with is, ſuffer; all Fae 1 075 IJ Her 
N Wit, it. Me, 


1 


And the DAY 8 of E is bad all 
Chriſtians to ſuch an extenſive Meaſure and 
Degree, that it is therefore ſaid to be a New 
Command ment, and therefore obliges us to 
higher Inflances of it 1 70 the Law re- 
quired. e * 11 75 e 1 


Since this the Jews were "obliged in 
Point of Legal Righteouſneſs to give the 
zoth Part of thieif annual Increaſe to the 
Poor, beſides all the other Gifts which were 
required at their Hands; Since the Nature 
of that Diſpenſation we live under, the Re- 
lation we ſtand in to one another, the 

a Commands, the Promiſes, and the Threat- 
nings alſo of that Goſpel, by which we ſhall 
be judged, require us not only fo go and do 
likecciſe, but to exceed in Works of Righte- 
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ouſneſs, and in Acts of Charity; It is plain, 
that the zoth Part of our clear yearly In- 
come (where Reaſons of ſtrict Juſtice do 
not demand otherwiſe) is the leaſt, the 
loweſt Meaſure of Charity that can be-af- 
ſigned; and that he is wor/e than a Jew; and 
hath denied the Faith, who _ not at 851 
provide ſo much for the Poor. 


Thus far the 5 Man; how fle ro 
Good Man will go further, whether he will 
ditect the 20th, the roth, or a ' ſtill larger 
Share of his clear Income to pious and cha- 
\ritable Uſes, is in a great meaſure left to 
- his own Diſcretion ; only let him conſider, 
that the more he gives here, the more he 
will receive hereafter from God; and then 
he will ſtill more abound in all Yorks of 

aaa gr and Baue -# Loe. 


And need we any * Arguments to 
-perſuade us thus to abound ? | 


Were the Jews ob iped to give the zoth 
3055 of their lncreaſe to the Poor; and ſhall 
"ye: conſume all that we: have upon our- 

ſelues, or employ little or none of it in 
Works of Charity? Were they who had only 
Temporal Promiſes, obliged thus to. abound 


in good Yorks, and ſhallnot we, who have 


eternal Promylts, more ad more abound i in 
Le ie eee 412 10 YE. 
215712 ; Were 


1 Tube Meir 1 


7 Were wha _ had not fo — rafted 
that the! Lord is gratious, enjoined to ſuch 
à Degree of Thewingsforth their Mercy and 

Compaſſion to their poor Brethren; and 
ſhall we, to whom is manifeſted the Love 
of God in the moſt wonderful and amazing 
Manner, ſhew leſs Degree of Love and 
Meng to our Fellow- Creatures Aj 


Did thay who only e thoſo-who FEE 
5 and Hated their Enemies, expend fo 
much in Offices of Love? and ſhall not we 
much more, who are obliged to /ove fl 
Men. yea, our Enemies as ourſelves Be 
it ſo, chat our Bleſſed Saviour bath not given 
us any patticular Rule, yet in general he 
hath" Tclacd) us the- higheſt Inſtances of 
Charity: and it was propheſied of him, 
That in the Day of his Power, his People 
Jhould offer him Free-wilÞO ffermgs: And 
ſurely our Free-, Offermgs thould not 
be fewer in Number, and leis in Quantity 
than what the Stif- nreled, Hard hearted 
Jews were compeiled to give. Except We 
excced them in this, as well as other In- 
ſtances of Nigbteouſne ſs and Mercy, we 
"ſhall in no caſe enter into ne Kingdom of 
Heaven. Let us theretore be prevailed 
upon to obſerve the Rule of my Text, and 
on the Firſt Day of the Weeks: or on the 

IA, bey of the . or as our clear = 
Crea 
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creaſe comes in, lay by us in Store ſuch a 
Share of it, as God hath proſpered us, no 
longer look upon it as our on, but as his, 
who gives us all Things richly to enjoy. 


Hereby ſhall we know, that we give a 

much as we ought to give; and not part 
with it grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, but as 
chedsful G1vers. 


But againſt this Rule it may be objected, 
That the Law of the Land hath excuſed 
us from the voluntary private Obſervance 
of it, by providing for the Poor who are 
in preſent Neceſlity and Want: — And 
againſt /aying up in Store for em for the 


Time to come, the general great Abuſe of 


thoſe Charitable Foundations, which are 
already laid, is ſufficient Excule. 

In Anſwer to the former Objection, I 
ſhall only obſerve, that notwithſtanding 
the /egal Proviſion for the Poor; yet there 
16 Room; Room enough and to ſpare, for 
all the Donations of the moſt over flowing 
Bounty: — and if that which we are com- 
pelled to give by the Lau, be given out 
of the Proportion allotted for Charitable 
Uſes; it it be given chearfully, it may then, 
in a great meaſure, be eſteemd as a Matter 
of Bounty, and not of Compulſion, much 
(OMAN oe In 


* "The Mager, of 


in 1 to 5 er Objection, hin 
* the Abuſe of Charitable laſting Do- 
nations; that they who have it in their 
Power, may not be altogether diſcouraged 
from making em, I come no. v4 


f 3dly. In the laſt Place, to leſſen the 
Weight and to remove the Force of it. 


The Aouſe of Charity, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, is one of the greateſt Abyſes. 
It is a Crime of ſuch a complicated Nature, 
that one wou'd think that no Chriſtian 
ſhou'd, becauſe no Honeſt Man, who has 
any Senſe of Humanity within him, can, 
be wilfully guilty of it.— t is a Robbing 
not the Nich, but the Poor; not One, but 
Many. lt is the Robbing the Dead, (worſe 
than po Few: the Sepulchres of the Dead) 
the Living, and thoſe who arc not yet 
Alive: It is, laſtly, not the Robbing of Man 
only, but of God alſo; who is pleaſed to 
plead the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dow, who, as he vouchſafes to acknow- 
ledge Good Works done unto the Poor as 
done unto Himſelf, fo alſo will he I 
Hicked Deeds done unto them, as gon 
unto Himſelf likewiſe. | 


Theſe, and many more than theſe aggra- 
vating CTA: attend the Non-Em- 
ployment, 
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2 yment, or Alienating of erer Sums 
ich are left to the e 


Noris this Miſtploym oyment” of em, » 
Emtplojing'them, tho not to privare Ce, to 
Scher Nes and Perſons than whar they were 
Originally*deſigned by tlie Pious Dotiors 


Here al Aer guiltleſs concerning this 


Martir; (except they were defign'd' for 
Superſtitions or Illegal Uſes, in which Caſe 
they revert to the King); yea, ir allo is an 
Iniquity that ought not 70 be fo much” af 
named among ſt Chriſtians: 


I is the ſume Act of In juſtice will Re- 
fpe& to che Perſons to o the Cha- 
rity was evidentiy deſigned, and who there? 
fote have a Night Sie Whether it be 
gieen to other Perſons who were excluded 
from the Benefit of it, by the Will and 
Intent of the Donor, or not given at all; 
ſince in botli Caſes they are equally de. 

e it, and it i hop?” back from? 
t em. 1 


And if thoſe Sins are fo > kel; 22 2 

got much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall they; 

ho are knowingly guilty of em, be 
ot worthy in the ocker World (tho! - 
not in this) than ey who rob Poa the 


D wg 
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And yet, 8 the cxceediag 


Sinfulneſs of theſe Sins, and moſt miſchie- 


vous Conſequences that attend em, how. 


common and frequent are they amongſt us! 


inſomuch that, if there be any Reliance on 


Common Report, (to our Hhame be it 
ſpoken!) there is ſcarce a Charitable Foun- 
dation, or Benefaction, in any Place, Which 
is not ſaid to be ſome Way or other, cither 
thro I il ſuineſs, or thro Careleſneſi, miſer- 
ably perverted and abus d, if Kae entirely 
loſt and defeated. . F om ts 


And yet it is to My .hoped, FIR all.is not 
dune according to the C ry of it, that there 
ate many who are accus d falſely ;, and who, 
upon an e Tryal and Examination, 
may be found not any way to have been 


f to me Trok; that is 2 d Wen 1 


But Rill. ir muſt! be 2 that 755 


Complaint is general; and that there is * | 


much Reaſon for it. 


And they alſo, giving Reaſons; for it, do 


not only abuſe thoſe Charitable Be veſts | 
which are already made, but (which is a 


fill further Aggrayation of their Crimes) 


they, at far as is poſſible, aud in them lies, 
. others for — Time to come, fi 


$45 - 
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1 


who will be ſo willing to give, or to leave 


any thing to any Pious or Charitable Uſe 
for ever, when he has ſo great Reaſon to 
fear, that it will ſeldom or never be faith- 
fully applied to the Perſons, or to the Uſes 
he deſi „ prach | j 


And yet the Objeaion, ſtrong as it E 


may, in a great meaſure, be deprived of its 


Force; if we would impartially conſider, | 


1 /g. That if the Regen Abuſe of Cha- 
ity be a ſufficient Objection againſt leaving 
any thing to any Charitable Uſe ; then the 
frequent, more frequent, Abuſe of Riches 
by thoſe to whom they are left, is an Ar- 


gument againſt heaping up and leaving them | 


to FRO that come after us. 


| 1 will not, 4 ſuppoſe, be denied, we 
that the Abuſe of great Eſtates by Children 
or Heirs, is as common, yea more com- 
mon than the Abuſe of thoſe Eſtates which 
are left to Pious and Charitable Uſes. — 
And that there are many Prodigal Sons, 


who quickly ſpend what is left them in 
Riotous Living ; ſo that the Things which 
| ſhou'd have n of their Wealth, are often 


the Occaſion of their falling the ſooner, 

into greater Ruin: And yet who makes 

this an Objection againſt heaping up Riches, 
D 3 | 


and 


and lezying hom x0 _ Childrens: Why 
then is it thought ſo unanſyeraþlc,. When 

made againſt leaving ads to be bling 
2 0 pt, nn 


* Gay Tee are” — * 3 4 Methods: of 
Publick Charity eſtabliſhed in this Ae 
which are not liable, ſo liable, to be pe 

verted and abus d; aud if Charitable Do. 
nations were made with Prudence and Diſ- 
cretion, the original Intent and Deſi ign in- 
ſcribed in the Church, the Accountsof em 
publickly inſpeted and examined, they 


7 


wou d not be foes 0 ſo many a ain | 
An uſes. 


3th. But ſtill, ſuppoſe they age in — 
meaſure abuſed; yet ſhou'd not this alto-. 
gether diſcourage, becaule it will not, in 
the-leaſt, deprive, the Benefactor of his Re- 
ward hercafter ; only let him take the moſt 
prudent Mcthod he can to prevent Abuſe, 
and whatſoever he gives, give heartily, as 
unto the Lord, and not unto Men; and then, 
tho Men ſhamefully pervert it, yet of the 
Lord will he regciye the lame Recompence 
of Reward; the Iniquity / Others ſball 
not make his a of none Ke in 88 
bo Sight « of ood 


n The 
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1 by "ey Thing l ſhall wine; in 1e 
to this Objection taken from the Abuſe of 
Obaritabl Foundations, is the Proviſion 
which the Law has made to prevent, or 
correct and reform it, by e Com- 
miſſions. Fo 1 


Theſe, if Sa e int faith 
4 fully executed, vou d effectually put a Stop 
to this crying Evil; and which, perhaps, 
'N elle can ſtop: Which ſhews the 
| great Uſefulneſs, the Expediency, yca, the 
great Naeh ity, of frequently taking them 
aut, and, faithfully Executing thein, and 


that the Remedy ſhould be as n N as 
the Diſcaſe. 


Let us therefore pray unto God, thas! he 
wou d pleaſe to put into the Hearts of the 
Good and the Great, in other Dioceſes, to 
take out theſe Commiſſions, and faithfully _ 
to execute them. And that all thoſe who 
already are, or may be entruſted with them, 
duly underſtanding what Authority they 
have, and ſeriouſly conſidering, that the 
Cauſe they ate engaged in, is the Cauſe of 
the Paar, yea, the Cauſe of Cd, who will 
plead their Cauſe; may, with a prudent, 
well-temper'd Zeal, and intrepid Courage, 
ME — Conſtancy, without 5 0 
| ce, 


30 Je Meaſure of * 

dice, and without Partiality ; notwith- 
ftanding the Fatigue, the Expence, the 
Trouble of Attendance; maugre all the 
Delays, the Oppoſitions, the Reflections 


they meet with in the Way, go on and 


proſper in this great and good Work.-—— 


That no Love towards Friends, no Hatred 
towards Enemies, no Fear of Men, nor the 
Deſire of the Praiſe that cometh of Men, 
may in the leaſt Corrupt or Bials their 
Judgments ; but that they may make Right 
Inquiſitions, and decree Righteous Decrees, 
in the moſt perplexed and intricate Caſes: 


F 


ſo that not only the preſent, but future 


Generations may have Reaſon rg them 
Bleſſed, and to bleſs the Name of the Lord 
for en e 


. 
And to this End and Purpoſe, let they 
who Petition, or Proſecute, or are any ways 
concerned in the Proſecution of this Affair, 
ſee that nothing be done thro' Strife or Vain- 
Glory, but that in Lowlineſs of Mind, they 
act upon a right Principle, and to a good 


And whilſt they are endeavouring to find 
out, and to rectify the Aluſes of Acts of 


Charity, they do not loſe the Virtue of 


Charity itſelf; and of Fuſtice alſo." 


Let 


ng? Chriſtian Benin, | * 


Let th who are Proſeciited 0 care 


al, that they entertain no hard Thoughts, . 
muchilcſs, give hard Words, to thoſe who 
are any ways concerned againſt them; not 
to aſcribe that to a bad 
it ought only to proceed, ſo it is charicably | 
to be ſuppoted only to proceed, from a g 
one; leſt to the Sin of abuſing Charity (if 
found guilty) they alſo add that of uncha- 
ritably Judging; and incur the Penalty that 
is Seen againſt thoſe be are angry 
. without a C 8. 


are able 2 "ALY with- 
out 2 r 5 give in their eee 
tion; do their utmoſt to ing to light 
kidden Things of Darkneſs, bY ag to 
manifeſt 3 Miſapplications that, thro 
Ignorance, may have been made. 8 


Let no one ſcreen le? in te Wick. | 5 | 


edneſs; conceal ' the Evil he knows t 
have done, or even their. Miſtakes, if of 
any Conſequence, which . "NO they 
have committed. 


Let no one throw in re” "I nag 
make groundleſs Objections, and unreaſon- 
able Oppoſitions; for he who does _ 
Things, is a . of their Evil Deeds. 


Prineiple, which, as 
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Let every one, who has it any way in his 
Power; yield an helping Hand, and cot! 
tribute his Aſſiſtance; and let all thoſꝭ who 

a no other Way cat, at leaſt by their Pra ets; 
help forward this the moſt' excellent 
* doing GOOd; that all things may be 

4 ſo order d. and · ſettled pet ns beſt and 
ſureſt Foundations; that Peace and Unity, . 
ec; Por eee Charity, may be cſtabliſhed | 
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